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RPN 
International nonprofit network 
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RPN Mission 
“Promote and practice 
responsible purchasing 
by identifying best 
practices, developing 
effective purchasing 
tools, educating the 
market, and using our 
collective purchasing 
power to maximize 
environmental 
stewardship, protect 
human health, and 
support local and 
global sustainability.” 
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Key Elements of a Successful 
Sustainable Procurement Program 

 Clear Policy 
 

 Program Infrastructure 
 

 Planning & Prioritization 
 

 Strong Specifications 
 

 Outreach 
 

 Documentation of Progress  
and Benefits 
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Engagement of Environmental 
Agencies & Contract Users 
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Planning and Prioritization 
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Implementation of Strategies to 
Secure Discounts for Sustainable 

Products and Services 
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 Negotiation and Promotion of 
Green Contracts 

 Sends clear message 
to vendors and 
manufacturers 
 

 Makes 
education/outreach 
easier 
 

 Simplifies 
compliance  
tracking 
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Verification of  
Green Claims 
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Start with  
Low-hanging Fruit 

 ENERGY STAR Appliances & 
Office Equipment 

 
 High-efficiency  

Lighting Equipment  
 

 Certified Low-toxicity Cleaners, 
Hand Soap, Polishes, Paint, etc. 
 

 Recycled Paper Products 
 

 Local Food 



www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org                   10 

Collaborate 
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Share Specifications, Best 
Practices and Success Stories 
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Thank You!  
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